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TSILHQOT’IN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

253 — 4" Avenue North +  Williams Lake, BC V2G 4T4 ¢+ Phone (250) 392-3918 ¢ Fax (250) 398-5798

We, the TSilhqot’in, or People of the River, are made of up six communities: ?Esdilagh,
TlI'esqox, TI'etinqox-t’in, Tsi Del Del, Xeni Gwet’in and Yunesit’in. Our ancestral nen (land)
includes the dzelh (mountains) and the ?Elhdaqox (Fraser River).

As TSilhqot’in, we have occupied our ancestral nen since time immemorial. We have never
ceded or surrendered our rights or our sacred responsibilities to our nen. Our future is as
firmly tied to the nen as our past. We will continue to sustain our communities from our nen
and resources, we will forge a strong future for our next generations and we will hold true to
our identity as TSilhqot’in people.
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TSilhqut’in nidlin qwéntéx ?€élhch’antad ?elhgha?eyowh dézilts’ish: Esdilagh, T1’ésqox,
TI’etinqox, TSi Del Del, Xeni, Gex Néts’énaghinlht’i. ?Undiddnh yédanx néxwenén
dzelhch’ed gidin ?Elhdaqox gwéts’én gagilhchigh haguint’ih.

TSilhqut’in nidlin, ?undiddnh yédanx néxwedeni nén jégughintén ?eyed shunk’ah gutén
hagunt’ih. Lha ?eyun t’agwé2it’ash, lha jideZilghalh, hink’an néxwenén yadi gil?in ?¢éyed
chuh lha jidezilghdlh. Nénjan gti?en xulht’1 jid déni-nidlin nén ?eyed gwet’dyénentaghétan,

?undiddnh néxwedeni nén gwét’ajéyenaghintan gagunt’ih jid hataghddinlh. Nexwenén

hink’an gan néndid béts’enz dizti xdxénish bet’ad guzun jid déni-taghadlilh. Nexwesqiqi

jintsél hink’an ?¢élhghe?én gubesqiqi shunk’ah 1hd jegwesdlax ?eyen guzun jid déni-juli
gwéqa nentaghdlt’i. TSilhqut’in nidlin gagulhnaZ néndiwh nénk’egih détaghalts’ilh
hagunt’ih.
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TSILHQOT'IN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT MINING PoLicy

GUIDING PRINCIPLE

The TS8ilhgot'in Nation will consider culturally and ecologically conscious development of mineral
resources in the TSilhqot'in traditional territory, provided the ecological and cultural values of the
TS&ilhgot'in are respected and there are significant long-term social and economic benefits for
TS&ilhgot'in communities. Relationships between the TSilhgot'in and mining and exploration
companies must be built on a foundation of respect for TSilhqot'in values, rights and
governance, and real partnerships built on trust and recognition that the land comes before

money. The TSilhgot'in Mining Policy is without prejudice to our Aboriginal rights and title.

PURPOSE

The TSilhqot’in Nation has created this law to:
1. communicate TSilhqgot’in values about our nen;
2. provide greater certainty for mining and exploration companies; and

3. ensure meaningful TSilhgot'in participation in mining and exploration.
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TSILHQOT'IN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT MINING PoLicy

Dechen Ts’edilhtin Néndid Beghad Hagwétat’ilh

Néndid Beghad Hagwétat’ilh

TSilhqut’in nidlin néndawh jid déchen nidénitan: Nexwenén t§i jedetalhdeZ ?€yen nén gan
néndid xanélhyax sttsél ghajaghétatinlh hink’an ndlh gatS’i chuh sutsél ghajaghiztan
sé?agwétat’ilh. Nexwedeni ?ech’an guts’ilh?in séx ?¢jedetatl’és Peguh hink’ed TSilhqut’in
nidlin néxwets’én sé?agunt’ih. TSi jedetalhdeZ ?éyen TSilhqut’in yadi jilh?in ?€égu tS’idanes
jid ?€lhélh ?andjétat’in. TSilhqut’in gubagughiZz?4n, guberights hagwélésnih, xtgulht’i
déchen jedilhtan té?agunt’ih ?€yed, tSi jedetalhdeZz ?€éyen yadi jegulh?in ?egi tS’idanes jid
?€élhélh ?4ndjétat’in. Hink’an TSilhqut’in nén ?eyed séneya ch’a jégwedilhti jégwétilhtsax.
Néndid tSi ts’edelhdez gwda dechen ts’edilhtdn ?alydgh ?éyi TSilhqut’in nén jéguntén
hink’an xtdgulht’i gubagughiz?dn ?eyed lha gwets’ah tadsdlax hint’ih (Lha bid néxwerights
?idetezaghadinsh).

Néndid destl’és /eyed gwéqa hant’ih

TSilhqut’in nidlin destl’és ch’ed gwéch’ih té?anéts’état’in ?alyagh ?eyed nénduwh
gagwétat’ilh guzit’in:
1. Nenduwh gwédézilti gddetaghddinlh;
2. TSi ts’edetalhdez gwagwél?iny jid ji?éats’edut’anx gwetaghéltsilh destl’és bid déchen
nidénitan bech’th té?andtdghant’in hink’ed; hink’an
3. Tsilhqut’in tSi ts’edetalhdeZz se?agunt’ih jedinh hink’ed guyen tSi jedetalhdéz

nijégwetaqalh.
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OBJECTIVES

e MINIMIZE NEGATIVE IMPACTS of mining and exploration to protect the environment

and the continuity of the TSilhgot'in way of life.

e MAXIMIZE BENEFITS TO TSILHQOTIN COMMUNITIES to the greatest extent

possible.

e BUILD RELATIONSHIPS between the TSilhgotin and mining and exploration

companies.

e CLARIFY DECISION-MAKING responsibilities and processes of the TSilhgot'in.
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Nénduwh Gagwetanilh

e Ch’i?in jid nén ts’égwetalhtsanx ?egun dzénh ts’égwenilht’i hink’an ?élhch’iz

nenduwh TSilhqut’in xdagulht’1 jid déni-jinlin ?egih gagawét’i qé?ats’etat’inlh.

o Séneya tSi ts’edelhdeZ bets’enz xdnégush ts’edetat]’és hink’an bet’ad se?ats’état’ilh
gi?én jid lhan ?esgul tdh gwech’ixétalax, bid quingh ?agwetaghal?insh, doctor
nanil?insh hink’an néxweght nats’enil?insh gwech’ixétalax, gagunt’ih gén néndid
gwéch’ixétalax guzit’in TSilhqit’in nents’in  jédilhtS’ish ?égun  néntuguish

qérats’etat’inlh.
e TSi jedelhdez bélh TSilhqut’in guzun jid ?€lhélh ?andjut’in qdjégugheta?d.

e Tsilhqut’in tSi ts’edetalhdez sé?4gunt’ih jedinh hink’ed destl’és bid déchen
nijédénintan xdgulht’{ jid sdtsél nijégughétd?alh hink’an xdgulht’i jid ?dndgwétat’in

nijégughéta?alh sutsél gajedetanilh.
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ACTIONS

1. MINIMIZE NEGATIVE IMPACTS

We will;

a. Protect our critical environmental, cultural and spiritual sites and areas of the

TS8ilhgot'in traditional territory to remain as they have always been.

b. ensure mining and exploration projects are designed, managed and monitored to
protect the environment, minimize disturbance and include TSilhqot'in-led

cumulative impact and cultural impact assessments.
c. ensure that the nen is returned to a state acceptable to the TSilhqot'in.

d. protect our relationship with the nen and sustain our culture.
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Nénduawh Gataghadinlh

1. Ch’i?in jid Nén Ts’égulhtsanx

TSilhqut’in nidlin nénduwh gataghadinlh:

a. Nents’in gwét’ayénitan yadi gul?in té?agunt’in ?éguh gwaxétdghatan, nenk’eguh
gagiughint’i Pegiih gdgwétat’ilh ?egun nentaghdlt’i. Nénch’éd nendidégats’i, nén,
td, hink’an ndlh tah, xdgulht’i jid nén ji?andts’ét’in, deni gujelex ta?agunt’ih,
deni nats’edaghélk’én ta?agunt’ih hagwélhidinh.

b. Guyen tSi jedetalhdez ?éyen destl’és ch’ed gwech’éjédejis sttsél gubélh
gwénil?in ?eguh sé?agwétat’ilh. Nénch’éd nendidégatS’i, nulh, lhuy, tu, xugilht’i
jid nén bet’dd déni-ts’ilin ta?aguint’th ts’egulhtsanx gwech’a gubélh
tedetaghaltS’ilh.

c. Nenduwh nén ts’égughinlhtsén ?egih TSilhqut’in gubini ch’th xudgualht’i jid
sé?anéts’egwetalilh ?eguh jid sé?andjegulax qa?agubetaghalyilh.

d. Xugulht’i jid nén ji?anaSit’in jideghudinsh gwéch’a ?élhch’iz nén xtighilt’in

Pegih gataghat’inlh.
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2. MAXIMIZE BENEFITS TO TSILHQOT’IN

We will:

a.

increase the capacity in training of TSilhqot'in members to meaningfully participate

in jobs, training, and contracts associated with mining and exploration.

consider partnership and ownership opportunities with mining and exploration

companies.

Ensure TSilhgot'in priority with regards to securing meaningful jobs, training,

procurement and contracts with mining and exploration companies.

promote awareness of TSilhqot'in culture, social circumstances, and spiritual

beliefs.

require exploration agreements (for mineral exploration companies) and impact
benefit agreements (for mining companies) prior to approval of any exploration or

mining project.
require resource revenue from mining projects.

promote diverse sustainable economies that do not rely on non-renewable

resource extraction.
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2. TSilhqut’in séneya bid sé?dqjétat’iln gu?én jid lhidn gubets’en néntugish
qéagwetaghalyilh.

TSilhqut’in nidlin néndawh gataghddinlh:

a. TSi ts’edetilhdez hink’ed TSilhqut’in guqa gud?én jid jélan ?ejedutl’és qa
gagulhanwh jid ?4ndjét’in jiguts’edulh?anx ga?agwetaghalyilh.

b. TSi jedetalhdez ?éyen  TSilhqut’in bélh ?élhélh nijéguwelhnagh ?eguh jid
gibets’enz jegwetalhtsilh.

c. TSilhqut’in ?eyen gagilhanwh jid ?andjét’in jiguts’edaghinlh?in ch’iz
?éjedetatl’és ?ech’an guts’ilh?in guts’etalh?alh nigughétaghat’alh.

d. TSi jedetalhdez ?éyen TSilhqut’in nidlin xugilht’i jid déni-nidlin, xtgulht’i jid
gwétah  gudidlan, xents’agdlt’th  té?agint’th  ?eyed  jegwenuwelh?in
qa?agubetaghadlilh.

e. TSilhqit’in nidlin tSi jedetalhdez ?éyen héa?enh gulhidinh ?éguh hink’an
jirdgwedétatanx.

f. Gademen ts’én néntegwish gant’i xin nexwets’én néntegish jid déchen
nijédiwétan qa?agubetaghalyilh.

g. ?Ets’edetl’és lha gwechugh nen bets’enz lhan gwats’aghetelhnish géant’i gu?én jid

ginit’in.
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3. BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

We will:

a. expect open and honest dialogue with all mining and exploration companies in
the TS&ilhgot'in traditional territory.

b. implement a clear, certain process whereby mining and exploration companies

can meaningfully engage with the TS8ilhgot'in.
c. educate mining and exploration companies about TSilhgot'in rights & way of life.

d. contribute traditional and scientific knowledge to discussions regarding mining
and exploration projects.
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3. Guzun Jid ?EIhélh ?Andghit’in Gizit’in

TSilhqut’in nidlin nénduwh gataghadinlh:

a. Tsilhqut’in nidlin nexwenén tsi jedetalhdez ?€yen t§’idanes jid néxwélh yajelhtig

s A2

?éguh guzit’in.

b. TSi jedelhdez ?€yen sutsél nexwélh gwanayajeltish guzit’in. TSi jedetalhdez
destl’és bech’ih té?anats’ét’in beghad xugulht’i jid néxwélh gwanayajeltish
hink’an xtigilht’i gibélh ?anatdghat’in guba?ataghalyilh.

c. Tsi jedetalhdez ?¢€yen TSilhqut’in nidlin xdgulht’i jid néxwagughiZz?an, xtigulht’i
jid déni-nidlin ?eyed jegwenuwelh?in qa?agubetaghadlilh.

d. Tsi jedetalhdeZ nexwélh nén gwanayajetaltish hink’ed deni nexwedeni guzun jid
nén néndidégats’i xugulht’1 jid bid ?4nats’ét’in té?agunt’ih tah, dddaben, niZt’an
te?ant’i, nendidégats’i yadi ts’ilh?in tah, ?esqi helin danh jighats’énelhten nizén,

gagilhdnwh ?égliyéniZzen ?éyen gubélh yatalhtig.
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4. CLARIFY DECISION-MAKING

We will:

a. exercise and communicate TSilhgot'in decision-making responsibility regarding

mining, exploration and reclamation projects.

b. implement streamlined and stable engagement and decision-making processes

regarding mining and exploration projects.

c. require exploration agreements (for mineral exploration companies) and impact
benefit agreements (for mining companies) as the basis for granting the free,

prior and informed consent of the Tsilhqot'in for projects.
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4. Xugwétalht’ilh ?egih siitsél gadetaghadinlh

TSilhqut’in nidlin néndiwh gataghadinlh
a. TSi ts’edetalndez TSilhqut’in nidlin xin xugwétalht’ilh gadetaghadinlh

hink’an guyen t3i jedetalhdez xugulht’{ jid ndjégugheta?a gagulhétighadinlh.

b. Sutsél xagwétalht’ilh bech’ih té€?anats’ét’in beghad guyen tSi jedetalhdez
?¢éyen ?inlhétah ?ajetanilh hink’ed nexwujedaghilhged hink’an géjetanilh.

c. Guyen tSi diZti qajenentatalh ?eyen gajut’in qa gubelh ?elhelh
nigughetaghat’alh hink’an guyen tSi jedetalhdeZ newenen jegulhtSanx
gwech’a dechen nijedetatinlh jid gubelh nigughetaghat’alh, ?eguh gubelh
gajagh hink’an TSilhqut’in nidlin gubelh guZzit’in didinh ji?ajedetat’anx.
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IMPLEMENTATION

The Mining Policy will be implemented through guidelines and template agreements that will

direct engagement for industry proponents and for the negotiation of agreements.
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Beghdd té?andagwétat’in

Néndid destl’és bid déchen nidénitan ?€yi beghdd té?andgwétat’in hink’an xugulht’i ?¢élhélh
nits’égughétat’alh Palyagh ?€yi bid guyen tsi jedetalhdez xugulht’{ jid néxwélh ?anajétat’in
hink’an xdgulht’1 jid bid ?€lhélh nigighétaghat’alh jighdgubenentalten.
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